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year ago, except perhaps that one's ideas of property alter
according as one finds oneself on one side of the House or the
other."
The Leader of the House now hardened his heart against
Carson. His amendments were treated impatiently and with-
out courtesy. The chairman called upon him to move the
next amendment which stood in his name, but Carson re-
membered Balfour's orders to retire from Morley's com-
mittee a few months before. He judged that to repeat the
performance would remind and wound the leader now. In-
stead of moving his amendment, he said, c< I do not intend
to move the next or any other amendment. It is quite
apparent that no amendments of any importance will be ac-
cepted, and that, if they are accepted, the Government will
go back on them." He then walked slowly out of the House
with some of his friends, amid the jeers of the Nationalists.
This Parliamentary gesture, taught him by Balfour him-
self, was not without its effect, but Carson was not done with
the Bill. He was an Irishman : his pledge not to move amend-
ments did not prevent him from intervening on amendments
moved by others. The boldest speech of all was upon an
amendment which sought to declare the law in favour of the
landlords where improvements had arisen as a result of the
" inherent capabilities of the soil." The Chief Secretary re-
fused to deal with this vexed question at all, although it was
declared in favour of the landlord in England. " I do not
rise to advise my friends to persist in this amendment," said
Carson with his greatest bitterness. " I only rise to say that
it occurs to me that it is an extraordinary thing that in one
year all our views are changed because we are removed from
one side of the House to the other. When a similar Bill was
brought in last year, I opposed it, and I am glad to say that
I had no greater supporter than the Leader of the House.
But we move rapidly in these matters. In 1870, Mr. Isaac
Butt said that no one would think of alleging that the in-
herent capabilities of the soil were the property of the
tenant. How are we to account for these transitions ? "
Again Arthur Balfour was stung. " What transitions ? "
he asked angrily.